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Domain Name

A domain name is your website name. A domain name is the address where
Internet users can access your website. A domain name is used for finding
and identifying computers on the Internet. Computers use IP addresses,
which are a series of number. However, it is difficult for humans to
remember strings of numbers. Because of this, domain names were
developed and used to identify entities on the Internet rather than using IP
addresses. We recommend you visit GoDaddy.com to purchase your domain. 

IP Address 

An IP address is a unique address that identifies a device on the internet or
a local network. IP stands for "Internet Protocol," which is the set of rules
governing the format of data sent via the internet or local network. 
Example. 198.233.29.34

Hosting:

Hosting is what allows your website to be accessible on the internet. Without
hosting you will just have a website design but there won't be away for your
customers or clients to find you online because you haven't established
hosting with a network provider. Network providers have 1000's of servers
connected to the internet in place to host your website so that it can be
accessed online. And depending on who you use hosting for one website can
cost up to $20 to $50 per month or more. 



SSL Certificate

Bottom line this is a security feature recognized by Google and other major
platforms that indicates your website have no security threats. Without an
SSL certificated platforms like Google will flag your website and notify your
website visitor that it's possible your website may not safe to visit and to
close it down, which is not good for business. One sign that shows a website
has a SSL Certificate is to look to see if the website address has a HTTPS.
Without the S it's possible the site is not secure. Normally a SSL Certificate
can cost up to $100 a more a year per website but as an ID Member SSL
Certificates are covered under your membership plan so you don't have to
worry about any additional cost. 

Data Backup:

This will ensure if anything goes wrong with your website the system will be
able to restore it back to it original status prior to the error occurring. This is
more of a safeguard to ensure you never lose your website. There is often
times an additional cost for data backup but it also covered under your
membership plan. 

E-Commerce

E-commerce is electronic commerce, the transactions of selling and buying
online. Every day, billions of dollars exchange hands through the internet
and the World Wide Web. Internet shopping has exploded in popularity with
internet users, to the detriment of traditional brick-and-mortar stores and
malls. Every well-known retailer has a website that showcases and sells its
products.



Drag and Drop

Drag and drop is the action of moving computer files from one application or
location to another using a click and drag motion. Drag and drop is typically
used in the website builder space to highlight the ability to position
elements on a page using your mouse.

SEO

Search engine optimization (SEO) is the process of improving the rankings of
a web page (or website) in a search engine such as Google. Proper SEO
allows a website to maximize its visibility in a search engine result page
(SERP), resulting in “free” or “organic” traffic.

Landing Pages

In digital marketing, a landing page is a standalone web page used to
optimize the number of visitors who take action after clicking an ad or a call-
to-action on a website. Landing pages are typically stripped of all navigation
menus to maximize the number of users who “convert” (buy, fill out a form,
etc). 

Opt-In

n email marketing, you need to make sure your recipients want to get your
messages, or you could get marked as spam. If too many users mark your
message as spam, your domain may get blocked by your email provider.
Opting-in means that someone has specifically requested to receive emails
about a particular topic or from a particular entity

https://www.bkmediagroup.com/component/k2/item/15?Itemid=135


Responsive/Adaptive

Responsive and adaptive web design are two web development approaches
that allow websites to properly display on multiple screen sizes, such as
desktops and mobile devices. Responsive designs dynamically change the
appearance of a website based on the screen size. Typically, website building
platforms that use the responsive design approach do not allow as much
flexibility when designing without code. Adaptive design platforms create two
or more versions of a website and then deliver the correct version based on
the device requesting the page.

Cookies

A website cookie is a small text file created by a website or application that
is stored within a visitor’s computer. A cookie can be session-based or
persistent, where it is saved onto the visitor’s hard drive. Cookies provide a
way for websites or applications to recognize visitors and keep track of their
preferences (e.g. saving items within a shopping cart and returning later to
make a purchase).

Web Browser

A web browser, often referred to as a “browser” is a software application
used for accessing information on the Web. Some of the most popular web
browsers include Chrome, Firefox, Safari, Internet Explorer, Edge, and Opera.
As with all software applications, web browsers have different features and
functionality, appealing to different user types.



Hamburger Menu

Hamburger Menu: A “toggle” navigation menu that is mainly used for mobile
versions of website navigation, as it compresses the navigation and
opens/toggles when clicked. It is called a “hamburger” because it is usually
displayed with three horizontal lines that look like a hamburger. These
menus evolved from the need to save valuable space on a mobile screen.

Plugin

A plugin is a bit of third party code that extends the capabilities of a website.
Plugins are a way to extend the functionality of a website without having to
redo the core coding of the site. There are thousands of free and premium
(paid) plugins for WordPress. Premium plugins usually require an annual
license.

Widget

Widgets are various repeatable components that can be added to a site
without having to write the code or enter it on multiple pages.

Theme

A collection of files that work together to produce the look/style and some
functionality of a website. A Theme modifies the way the site is displayed,
without modifying the underlying software.



Mock-Up/Prototype

A representative sample or preview of the design for a website. This is the
non-functioning design sample of the homepage. A designer would supply
you with a design prototype to show you what the website would look like
before a developer begins to code it. Giving feedback on a prototype, rather
than coded sample pages, will save you time and money, especially when
there are changes that need to be made. They act as visual plans.

Site Map

A document that shows a global, hierarchical view of a website’s pages and
content. This is usually one of the first steps in a website redesign, as it is
important to know what content is needed on a website before design
begins. A site map can also be a web page that offers links to all the pages
within a website.

Hero Image

A hero image (or hero spot) is the first image visitors see on your page.

Call To Action (CTA)

 A clear place on your website for users to take an action step. Links to other
pages on your website, buttons, contact forms, and social icons are common
CTAs and are great ways to get visitors involved and engaged with your
website and content. A best practice is to include a CTA on your hero spot
since that’s the first thing people see.



Links/Hyperlinks

A hyperlink is a link from one web page to another, either on the same site
or another one. Generally these are text or images, and are highlighted in
some way (text is often underlined or put in a different color or font weight).

Hover (Rollover, Mouseover)

Any kind of action that occurs when users place their cursor (that arrow you
move around your screen) over a button, but before anything is clicked. The
action can be anything from a simple change in color to an intricate
animation.

404 Page Not Found

 A page a user sees when they try to reach a non-existent page on your
website. Usually this is due to someone reaching a page that has been
deleted or they have mistyped the URL. An effective 404 error page should
communicate why the page doesn’t exist and what users can do next.

301 Redirect

A permanent redirect from one URL to another, usually from your old
website to the new website. 301 redirects are also used to redirect traffic
from old Web pages to the new pages that have taken their place. (e.g.,
“website.com/about-us” is now “website.com/our-company” on the new
website to avoid a 404 Page Not Found error.



Favicon

A small image that is associated with a specific website, usually containing
the company logo or a variation. The favicon is displayed in either the title
bar or tab of the browser and also appears with bookmarks.

Meta Data

The data contained in the header that offers information about the web page
that a visitor is currently on. The information contained in the meta data
isn’t viewable on the web page (except in the source code). Meta data is
contained within meta tags.

Google Analytics

A detailed web analytics service offered by Google that tracks and reports
website traffic. In order to use Google Analytics, a website must have a
tracking code on the server or in the code of the website, as well as a Google
Analytics account to access the tracking results/reports.

Google Search Console

A free web service by Google for webmasters and website owners which
allows webmasters to check indexing status and optimize visibility of their
websites.



Caching

A cache is a temporary data storage mechanism that aids in site speed by
storing relevant information on your computer the first time you visit a
website. Then, your computer does not have to reload that information each
time you access the site again. Oftentimes when you make small changes to
your website, you may have to clear the cache in order to see the changes on
the front end.

Content Management System (CMS) 

A software system that is used to edit the content on your website. This
allows you to log in to the “back end” of your website to edit the text and
images. Some examples include WordPress and Drupal. A CMS is designed to
simplify the publication of website content, without requiring technical
knowledge of code.

DNS

Domain Name Servers (DNS) are like the Internet’s version of a phone book,
controlling your domain name’s website and email settings. When a user
visits your website address, the DNS settings control which server to point
them to.

Propagation

DNS propagation is a term used to describe the time period required for
changes to your domain name server’s settings to take effect. It may take as
long as 48 hours for internet service provider nodes across the world to
update their caches with your updated DNS information.



You've Reach The End... 

Just as with any industry that operates in a technical
sphere, web design is ill of buzz words and phrases, and
even if you're a seasoned professional it can be difficult to
keep track of what's what. Even professional web designers
can struggle to keep on top of all the different buzzwords
and technologies, so we will continue to round up the most
essential web design terms that everyone should have at
least an understanding of. Be sure to check back for more
website terms that can help in your website development
journey.


